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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 25X1A 


Attachment ¢ 
Melos Tiempos, Cochabamba, Tuesday 29 November 1.99 
SINCE QOMIGH? YESTERDAY hog POLITICAL PRISONERS ON HUNGE: STRINE 


Tne political prisoners who are being held in the penitentiary of La Pas 
heve sent the following memorandum to various national authorities: 


‘National Penitentiary, 27 November 199 


“Po: His Excellency the Constitutional President of the Hepubiic 
His Dilustrious Seigniory the Papal Nunclo and Dean of the 
Liplomatie Corps 
Honorable Nationel Representatives and directors of the local 
Yress and Radio 
“he Governor of the National. Penitentlary 
feacers of Lebor Unione: 


"EAs 2 


“fe take the Literty of calling to your athention the fact 

‘hat the politics: prisoners in the National Penitentiary, 
songidering their precent situation and that of their families 
so be intolerable, in view of the fact that, in thres months, 
administrative ard juridical authorities of the nation have not 
observed the funcamental standards of judicial procedure nor 
shose of human rights, find themselves illegally or unjustly 
detained, withcut knowing the reagoa or reasons for their — 
imprisonment, or if the order for tueir detention was issued 
by competent authorities, As an extreme recourse, the only 
ame available to these unjustly imprcisened when tha juridical 
regine of a psople has been dessroyed, anc sure of the justice 
of their cause, these prisoners hev: resolved to declare thea- 
selves on hunger strike, as of 0000 hours, 28 November 1929, 
until the constituted authorities siall concede to their comands, 
or to die in the attempt to so obtain ther. 


{ Damands )3 
2(1) Tmmediate action on petitions for release, 


"(2) Strict observance of procedural methods and the law sub- 
stantive of trials. 


"(3) Restoration of individual rights anc guarantees, anc of the 
basic stancerds of human treatment. 


“Information is submitted that, according to the List in ime 
possession of Mayor Luis Ramos Arce, there are 499 political 
prisoners now being held in the National Penitentiary, not 
inelading those held in other priso1s in the city or in the 
imterior ex the country. 


"We would be very grateful if you would nete the contents of 
shis communicatior, for the ends therein deseribod. 
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